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I Am Not Your Negro
The award winning best documentary movie “I Am Not Your Negro” directed by Rahoul Peck is based on the unfinished works of James Baldwin, ‘Remember This House.” This was a personal account of Baldwin reflecting on the lives of his three greatest friends, Malcolm X, Evers M. Martin Luther King Jr. The movie presents the sad state of the evolving forms of the long lasting racial inequalities and injustices. Ranging from the assassination of Martin Luther King Jr. to the 1950s and 1940s to the Missouri riots over the racial shootings of Michael Brown in 2014, Peck highlights the dire failure of government to address the racial challenges. This essay thus, compares and contrasts functionalist paradigm theory and conflict paradigm theory, and then uses the sociological conflict paradigm to express the state of affairs presented in the movie.
There are two key sociological paradigm theories that are well versed and used. These are the functionalist paradigm and the conflict paradigm. The functionalist paradigm portrays the society as structure that is stable and highlights the mechanisms that maintain this social stability. The first principle for the solid stability and instability in the society is social structure. It suggests that all the aspects of society such as the state, institutions, families are all interdependent and takes part in keeping and maintaining the society as functional. The conflict theory on the other hand, is a direct opposite of the functional theory. While functional theories purports that all the structures of the society functions together and strive to stabilize the society, the conflict paradigm instigates that aspects of the society focuses on the negative and are much conflicted contributing the ever changing and unstable society (Dunn, 2020). 
The advantages of using functional theory are that it extrapolates on how the society reduces conflicts through control and socialization. Additionally it explains how the societal social system functions to maintain balance and wholeness in the society. It also outlines the importance of shared culture on social order. However, the cons of this theory is that the whole society is maintained by capitalism which is economically unjust, conflicting interests stay hidden rather than being expressed. Conflict theory on the other hand, perceives social life as competition and its major focus is on effective and fair distribution of resources and power together with inequality. Its cons are that it does not necessitate stability as an existing factor in the society. In the case of the life of James Baldwin and the high degree of racial and social injustice, the conflict paradigm is the best means to explain this state of affairs (Dunn, 2020).
Paradigm describes the human behaviors as it is presented in the society. When it comes to sociological theories of human interaction, the conflict paradigm best describes the sad state of racial affairs that transpire in American soil. The reason why this theory is the best fit for the movie is because the movie ‘I am not your Negro’ show cases a number of social inequalities that ravages the core of democracy in America under the watch of both federal and state governments, the legal and justice system, legislators and the oppressors being mainly police officers. Social injustice is vivid when the movie shows the injustice human rights activists like Malcolm X, Martin Luther Jr., and Medgar Evers experienced to the emotional riots of fed up people in the streets of Missouri over the unlawful murder of Michael Brown in 2014, by a white police. Sadly, all the cases presented have not been brought to the spot light and justice taken against the perpetrators. Thus, the paradigm of conflict theory is the best in highlighting the social injustice that is prevalent throughout the movie (Peck, 2016).
Furthermore, the prevalence of racial inequality during James Baldwin’s time is beyond reproach. While the three men presented in his story were his close friends. They all stood to preach one gospel, the gospel of equality, justice and fairness. This was through the struggle for the civil rights of the Black American who were mistreated and considered less human than white people. The civil rights for Black American were a fundamental aspect that the constitution and American government failed to address throughout the cause of James Baldwin’s life. Moreover, all of these great leaders who left lasting foot prints in the fight for equality were assassinated and their death were not followed because they were people of color. Considering these situations of prevalent racial inequality, sociological theoretical paradigm of conflict is better suited to unveil this menace. Inequality is generated and continued in favor of those wielding power so that they retain power. In this case, white supremacy was key, and the whites were seen as superior to the Black Americans who were mostly considered slaves. Thus, to continue manipulating the Black people, there existed policies such as segregation and denial of basic rights such as voting rights and rights to representation so that the whites would maintain, power (Peck, 2016).
In conclusion, the rate of injustice and raial injustice in the United States is wanting. Conflict paradigm best explains the source of this inequality and instability as more cases are being witnessed. This culture has been there for hears and it is still far from being considered as stable. However, the life of James Baldwin has much to teach and highlight to the current generation on racial injustice and the oppression of Black Americans and the call for justice and equality for all Americans.
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